THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA          305
deponent issued in his capacity as sargento mayor... the campmaster
was informed that at La Chorrera nine enemy ships had cornered ,"a
vessel coming up from Honduras and immediately ordered deponent
to sally with 50 harquebusiers and musketeers and with horse to the
mouth of Chorrera river there to do whatever might be necessary
to defend the land. Deponent did as he was ordered and arrived at
the place where the ship lay. Nine enemy pinnaces were endeavour-
ing to carry her off. Deponent fired three or four rounds from his
harquebuses and compelled them to retire. At the same time and a
little previous to it, the foot and, with the foot, the horse advancing
along the shore, were in great danger from the enemy's artillery.
This engagement lasted from nine in the morning until four in
the afternoon when, having reinforced their pinnaces, the enemy
bore down on the Honduras ship, which was anchored, made fast a
cable and bore her off. Meanwhile they did not abandon the beach
nor did they retire afterwards until the English were two leagues to
sea. The men on board the ship had meantime removed all the plate
and coin and other valuables from the vessel so that the enemy got
only an empty hulk. This merchandise was conveyed from the ship
to the city and those who had been on board went also ... Captain
Francisco de Rojas and the rest of the horse ran grave risk that day
because the enemy had plenty of artillery and used it, the range was
short and horses are a large target..,
. .. this past year four or five enemy ships lay athwart the mouth
of Havana harbour and they came close in...
(f, 33 r.) Lopez de Quintanilla, warden and captain of La Punta
, . . being duly sworn . . . said that he saw Captain Francisco de
Rojas sally with his company of horse to the mouth of the Chorrera
where the enemy made a feint of landing. The enemy had pursued
a vessel which was coming up from Honduras and overtaken it at
the mouth of that river, two leagues from this city. Captain Rojas
stood by with his company of horse until the foot came to his support
and it was because of this that the people on board and the coin and
other valuables the vessel carried were saved. The enemy turned
broadside to shore and used his artillery because the horse had come
into the open...